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To the Community of Kingston,

As we gather and celebrate the rededication of the Mt. Zion Cemetery, we, the Consistory and
Congregation of the First Protestant Reformed Dutch Church of Kingston, known as “Old Dutch
Church”, acknowledge with deep regret our history of dehumanizing racism that allowed for the
enslavement and subsequent segregation of our sisters and brothers of African descent. Through
wrong interpretation of Scripture and theological reflection, we, with the whole Reformed
Church in America, proclaim that our contribution to racism and bigotry has been sinful and
contrary to God’s eternal will of grace.

With the whole denomination, as we embrace the Belhar Confession of South Africa, a new
doctrinal standard and a document that expresses unity among all people, reconciliation within
church and society, and God’s justice, and make as one of our goals, “a world free of racism”,
we, as Kingston’s oldest congregation, commit to this goal in the community life of our city and
our life as a congregation. We pray with all of our sisters and brothers of faith that we may strive
for this one goal: to be the one family of God that celebrates our diversity, while serving each
other and the whole world.
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